
It’s the holidays, a time for joy, giving, and family.  

Yes, it’s that time of year again when everyone
gathers together for those obligatory family meals
and parties. Sure, some are fun, and you enjoy seeing
some of those long lost relatives that you only
manage to visit once a year.  Others, well, let’s just
say, you enjoy them less.  From the crazy, but
endearing, cousin who somehow forgot that it was
his turn to buy the turkey this year to that one aunt
who never fails to ask why you haven’t managed to
land a spouse yet, you are stuck with them.  Let’s just
hope you can find a quiet spot to read before you say
something you may regret…or not.  At HCLS, we want
to make your holidays a little more survivable.  Here
are our recommendations for books about families
that make yours seem normal.

Families that
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A Deadly
Family 

The Girls by Emma Cline
 
This psychedelic fiction is very loosely based on the Manson
Family cult of the late 1960s.  Follow our 14-year-old narrator,
Evie as she deals with her parents’ divorce and suffers from
boredom in the year 1969.  She meets a group of older girls and
theircharismatic male leader and is drawn into their strange
family. Makes you appreciate the fact that at least your family is
not a bunch of murderers, am I right?  The Girls is also available
as an Audiobook and EBook through RBDigital.

My Lovely Wife by Samantha Downing
 
This debut psychological, serial killer thriller is a sort of crazy all its
own.  Man falls in love woman; they marry and have kids.  Fifteen
years later, they take up an altogether unusual hobby to keep the
spark alive.  Let’s see how far they get in a very dangerous game.
Happily ever after became a bit commonplace.  So, mom and dad
result to murder.  Join this psychotic family for a page-turning
novel that will make you feel very uncomfortable, you know, like
those awkward family gatherings.

As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner 
 
This disturbing masterwork chronicles the Bundren’s trek to bury
their wife and mother.  Set in the 1920s, the Bundrens load up a
wagon, corpse included, to make the 40 mile journey to Jefferson,
Mississippi.  You do not want to miss this road trip.  Do not be
afraid of reading Faulkner.  The famed novelist practically has the
copyright on dysfunctional family tales.  As I Lay Dying is also
available as an Audiobook or EBook through RBDigital.



Those Crazy, but
Endearing Relatives

I Capture the Castle by Dodie Smith
 
This classic work of British literature is a coming of age story, set in a
crumbling, ramshackle castle.  The story is captured in a series of diaries,
written by the 17-year-old narrator Cassandra.  Follow a cast of
charmingly eccentric characters including Cassandra’s father, a novelist
suffering with writer’s block, her beautiful, 29-year-old, stepmother, and
her older sister, resolute in her desire to marry for money. This peculiar,
impoverished family are the crazy relatives you want to invite to dinner,
just to hear what comes out of their mouths.

We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves by Karen Joy Fowler
This family fiction is narrated by the youngest of three children,
Rosemary.  The Cookes are your average dysfunctional family with a
mom, a dad, and three children, Lowell, Fern, and Rosemary. Everything
in their world is normal until Fern is taken away, Lowell runs away, and
Rosemary stops talking. This novel about the disappearance of two
siblings will keep you guessing with its surprise plot twist.  You love the
family, but keep thinking that there is something slightly off about them. 
We are All Completely Beside Ourselves is also available as an
Audiobook or EBook through RBDigital.

Liar and Spy by Rebecca Stead
 
This children’s mystery follows Georges (the s is silent), a
seventh grader who has just moved into a New York apartment
after his father loses his job.  His mom takes a double shift at the
hospital, and his best friend leaves him to hang with the “cool”
kids.  Georges’s life is turned upside down until he meets Safer,
an idiosyncratic young boy who lives next door. You cannot help
but love Georges and his cast of strange friends.  They form a
family of sorts, a spy club dedicated on keeping tabs on the
apartment occupants.  Liar and Spy is also available as an
Audiobook and EBook through RBDigital.



Mosquitoland by David Arnold
 
This young adult travel fiction follows 16-year-old Mim Malone as she
steals $800 from her stepmother and hops on a Greyhound bus to visit her
sick mother.  Mim is funny and offbeat, but also relatable and witty, the type
of character who knows her own mind.  Along her way, she meets a
strange and interesting cast of characters who leave indelible impressions
on the teenager.  The characters in this book all seem to be black sheep. 
They are the kind you imagine leaning on the walls, eyes ever watchful at
the family dinner party.

The Black
Sheep 

Britt-Marie Was Here by Fredrik Backman
 
This humorous fiction tells the tale of Britt-Marie, a recently separated
housewife, who at age 63 must start all over again. Britt-Marie has spent the
majority of her life living for her husband.  When he walks out after 40 years
of marriage, she is determined to make it on her own. This socially awkward,
old fuddy duddy is sure to make you laugh out loud.  Like most black sheep,
it takes you a while to understand them.  Once you do, you will be sure to
keep inviting her to your family events.  Britt-Marie was Here is also
available as an Audiobook on RBDigital.

Where’d You Go, Bernadette by Maria Semple
 
This New York Times bestselling domestic satire is a mad-cap tale of one
daughter’s quest to find her missing mother.  When Bernadette Fox
mistakenly promises her daughter a trip to Antarctica if she gets perfect
grades, she freaks.  Then, poof, Bernadette goes missing, and it
is up to her daughter to find her. Bernadette Fox is the black sheep.  She
is highly anxious, incredibly odd, and unable to function without the help of
a virtual, online assistant.  This novel makes you appreciate the fact that
at least you do not have to go hunting to find the missing black sheep in
your family.



That One
Aunt
Travels with My Aunt by Graham Greene
 
This travel fiction is a comedic story about retired English bachelor Henry
Puling’s whacky trip around the world with his eccentric Aunt Augusta. A
conservative man, only interested in tending his flowers, Henry is pulled
away from his humdrum life by Augusta. She leads him around the world,
mixing with an unsavory crowd and breaking every law along the way. 
Aunt Augusta is that one aunt at the party that everyone wants to be
around.  She is an eccentric, unpredictable old bird that has such a zeal
for life that you cannot help but admire.  Travels with My Aunt is also
available as an EBook on Hoopla.

Auntie Mame: An Irreverent Escapade by Patrick Dennis
 
This humorous satire chronicles the adventures of a young, orphaned
boy growing up under the charge of his boisterous, irreverent Aunt
Mame. Mame abandons all traditional forms of parenting and teaches
her young nephew how to live a life with panache. Auntie Mame is the
heroine we all need at the family party. She understands the need for
humor even at those unfortunate family gatherings.  Auntie Mame is
also available as an EBook through RBDigital.

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte
This classic work of British literature chronicles the life of Jane Eyre, an
orphaned girl sent to live with her maternal uncle and his wife, Mrs.
Reed.  Jane must navigate through a series of trials, including a wicked
aunt, a job as a governess, and a romance with a brooding gentleman.
It would be remiss to discuss that one aunt without mentioning Jane
Eyre’s wicked Mrs. Reed.  She is jealous, insipid, and never fails to 
bad-mouth her niece to anyone who will listen.  Maybe, we will skip
inviting the Mrs. Reeds of your family to dinner this year? Jane Eyre is
also available as an Audiobook or EBook on Hoopla and RBDigital.



Will you survive your
family gatherings?

If you need a little time to yourself as your family invades
your house, HCLS suggests secreting yourself away with
a good book. 

 Which characters do you want sitting around
the dinner table with you this holidayseason?

Do any of these characters make
your family seem normal?

 
You can check out any of these books with your
PINES library card.  If they are not available, you
can place a hold or request from another system. 

Download an E-book, E-Audiobook, magazine or comic
with the Hoopla or rbDigital app. 


